BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

i S. Main St., 9th Floor
Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043
586-469-5125 FAX 586-469-5993
macombcountymi.gov/boardofcommissioners

August 25, 2009

Honorable Michael Switalski
410 Farnum Building

P.O. Box 30036

Lansing, MI 48909-7536

Dear Senator Switalski:

The Macomb County Board of Commissioners supports the concept of legislation that would delay or
postpone the holding of an election to fill a circuit court vacancy where such vacancy occurs due to the
ineligibility of a sitting circuit judge to run for re-clection due to the age restrictions imposed by state law.

As you know, there has been public disclosure of a vote that was taken by the current sitting Circuit Court
Judges that supports this concept. It is our intent to have a formal Resolution adopted in September that
provides the Macomb County Board of Commissioners the authority to exercise this option. Prior to
formal adoption, we wanted to communicate our support for the concept that you’ve brought forward.

We respectfully urge you to continue to advocate on behalf of Macomb County and all of the Countie§
throughout the State in this time of a budget crisis. The current savings to Macomb County by not filling
a Circuit Judge seat will exceed $550,000 a year for each seat not filled.
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@ RESOLUTION Fighty-Nine @

Official Resolution of the Board of Commissioners
Macomb County, Michigan

A Resofution Supporting Legislation to Aflow Counties to
Delay Filling of a Vacancy Occurring in the Office of
Circuit Court Judge Due to the Ineligibility of an
Incumbent Judge to Seek Re-election

Commissioner William A. Croucfiman,
On Behalf of the Board of Commissioners,
Offers the Following Resolution:

Whereas, the County of Macomp is the controf unit JSor the 16* Judicial Circuit Court and as
such is responsible for providing personnef, equipment, and a courtroom for each Circuit
court Judge; and

Whereas, pursuant to State Statute, the 16” Judicial Circuit court fias 1 3 Judges in its Circuit,
all of which positions are currently filled, and

Whereas, any person folding the Office of Circuit Court Judge must meet the statutory
eligibility requirements for said office which incliudes, at the time of his or fer efection, that
the person be less than 7o years of age; and

Whereas, the term of office for four of the presently sitting Judges of the 16 Judicial Circuit
court will end on December 31, 2010; and o

Whereas, two of the four Judges are not efigible for re-efection die to the age restrictions
imposed by State Law; and - B

Whereas, the County of Macomb is Jacing a projected (oss of revenue in the vear 2010 of
more than sis million and in the year 2011 more than $16 million; and

Whereas, allowing a (ocal wut of government to determine the level of services available to
is citizens based upon many factors including their inability to pay for said services is
fundamental to the concept of home rule; and

Whereas, it is estimated that the cost to the C ounty to provide personnel and equipment for
a Circuit court Judge exceeds 5570,000 a year. It is incumbent upon tfe State Legistature to
allow Macomb County and other counties simiarly situated to have the option to delay the
election to fill a circuit court vacancy created by the ineligibifity of an incumbent Judge to
seek re-efection.




Now TRerefore Be It Resofved By The Board Of Commissioners, Speaking For And On Behalf

Of Al County Citizens As Follows:
I

That By These Presents, the Macomb County Board of Commissioners hereby supports
legislation to grant to Countles the choice to delay the holding of an efection to fill a vacancy
of a Circuit Court Judgesfiip due to the ineligipility of the incumbent judge to seek re
efection.

Ir

Be It Furtfer Resofved t&ai ‘a suitable copy of this Resofution be sent to al State
Representatives and Senators from Macomb County as well as the Michigan Association of
Counties (MAC) asking for thetr support for the proposed legistation.
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Paul Gleleghiem, CAairman v e Carmella Sabaugh

Macomb County Board of gom /Macomb County Clerk
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MACOMB COUNTY
COST OF CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE-CRIMINAL
DEPARTMENT/POSITION SALARY  FRINGES OPERATING TOTAL REVENUE NET COST

CIRCUIT COURT

JUDGE 45,724 29,148 0 74,872 45,551 29,321
COURT REPORTER 58,277 33,181 0 91,458 0 91,458
JUDICIAL SECRETARY 48,922 30,176 0 79,098 0 79,098
COST OF OPERATIONS 79,427 79,427 0 79,427
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

APA IV 80,797 43,630 0 134,427 G 134,427
CLERK

JUDICIAL COURT CLERK 40,773 27,557 0 68,330 0 68,330
SHERIFF

DEPUTY COURT OFFICER 57,746 33,011 4] 90,757 0 90,757
TOTAL 342,233 196,703 79,427 618,369 45,551

(1) SEE ATTACHED

8/5/2009
Prepared By: Dave Stiteler







Money would be
Saved by leaving
bench posts vacan

That’s not surprising, considering the remaining judges

“Somy caseload goes up. Bigdeal,” said Judge MaryC,
nowski, “We'll continue o get the job done. Cuts are coming;
We believe they should start at the top.”
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The press release was disputed by Chief Judge Richard Ca- |
retti, who disapproves of the reduction and saig the vote wag -
only advisory and should not have been made public. i

Judge Caretti even saig the press release viclated a Michi: . |

cia McBrien, spokesperson for the State Administrative Gf. o
fice, ‘ o
Petty politicking aside, the primary issue is whetherthe
Circuit Court can Operate efficiently with 11 Judges, thereby
saving tax doliars, :

Andwho knows the workload — and what can be done to -
save money — better than the judges themselves? 2

The legislation Proposed by state Sen, Michael Switalskj.
would allow circuit courts statewide to leave open vacancies -
created when judges retire - ‘

Theplan is designed to save money to offset the faltering o
eoonomy’s decimation of government budgets. It woylq affect -
nine judicial posts Statewide, Inclnding two in Macomb and B
one in Oakland, : .

In Macomb County, the reduction would save $1.8million
over two years,

It might be more than coincidence that Michae Switalski
has two brothers, Matthew and Mark, who are cifeir court
judges in Macomp County. .

We'll assume the state senator has discussed his proposaj
with his brothers, both of whom are in favor of the legislation, .

Additional Support includes the Oakland County Circuit







